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THOUGHTS FROM THE FARRER SIDE...

As fall approaches I wanted to let you know about a new Sunday

school class that will be starting. We are not sure of the name or
where they are going to meet to start with or even exactly what the
format is...sound good so far?

But, we have decided on the most important thing... what they
will be doing. This class was inspired by our enormously successful
Faith In Action Sunday last spring. At staff meetings we began to
wonder if there was a way to bring that type of experience and
energy on a more regular basis, and boom...the idea for this class
emerged.

Basically, what we are anticipating is that the class will meet
for one or two weeks and plan a local service project. Then on the
Sunday after the planning is finished, they will actually go out
beginning in the 10 AM hour to do the project. This format will repeat
itself over and over... plan—-» reflect & then serve!

We are planning on having childcare available if the project is
one that goes past the regular Sunday school hour, even until noon.
We are still working out the details, but I am hoping that this type of
servant-based class will be appealing to many of you.

If you have any questions now or would like to help in the
initial planning, let Pastor Bob or I know and we will get you
involved.

In Christ,
Pastor Jim

Share the Journey e iPraise @ iConnect ¢ iServe
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OUR VISION

We strive to reach out
to the community
through:

e A ministry of
continuous spiritual
growth;

o A ministry with
children, youth, and
families in all their
diversity, and;

e A ministry of music
and the arts.

LIKED THE
SERMON?

You can now
download the
sermons onto your
Ipod or listen via your
computer.

Visit
firstchurchofmesa.com

and start reaching out
electronically to
friends, family, and
those who are looking
for God!

JERI’'S CORNER

Youth 2011, the national
United Methodist Youth gather-
ing, was an exciting time for our
youth to explore their faith in
various ways. We arrived into
San Francisco and explored Chi-
natown before heading to Sacra-
mento for the first worship time.

During the pre-worship
time, we met a rapper named
Agape, who is very talented in
the Christian rap scene. Worship
for our time in Sacramento was
led by Kristian Stanfill, who has
several Christian radio hits. Over-
all, the worship was incredible!
Along with the great music were
videos, drama skits, an artist
who painted to the music, and
incredibly great preachers. Every
afternoon and night there was
worship to keep us going.

In the mornings, the youth
had a student-led small group
experience, in which they were
asked to explore the message of
God’s call to be “more than” we
believe we can be. In the after-
noons after worship, the youth
could choose to go to workshops.
The workshops covered subjects
such as youth leadership, suicide
prevention, composing music,
prayer, life transitions, and other
important subjects. For those
who wanted lighter fair or to just
blow off steam, there was the art
room and a recreation room filled
with inflatable's (not just your
ordinary jumping castle).

Our youth’s favorite hang-out
was the sacred space room,
where they were able to visit
various prayer stations and
paint, walk a labyrinth, pray the
newspaper, listen to music, and
express their love for God in
various other ways.

After worship every night
there were optional fun events
to attend. There was a come-
dian/magician who was hilari-
ous, the rapper Agape, and an
open mic night, among other
things. The conference ended
on Sat afternoon with a rock
concert featuring Philmont, Cha-
sen, and Fireflight. We all
agreed that Philmont was awe-
some.

Our last day in California
was spent in San Francisco
where we went to Fisherman’s
Wharf for some clam chowder in
sour dough bread bowls, a drive
over the Golden Gate Bridge, a
tour of Alcatraz.

I want to thank all of you
who lifted us up in prayer during
this week, contributed money
for us to go, and helped in vari-
ous other ways - Thanks to you.
I witnessed these youth worship
in meaningful ways, lead others,
come together as a bonded
group, and praise and delight in
God in new ways.

ace,

Blessings and Pe
Pastor Jeri ‘
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SERMON SCHEDULE

September 4th
[Communion Sunday]

Sermon Series: Summer
Blockbuster

Sermon Title: “Dave”

AL,

Commemorating 9/11

September 11th

Sermon Title: “'Stand Alone:
Commemorating 9/11”

God’s Healing Touch
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Sept. 18th—Oct. 16th

September 18th

Sermon Series: Headlines from
the Old Testament

Sermon Title: “*"Moses: The
King’'s Speech—The Prequel”

September 25th
Sermon Series: Headlines from
the Old Testament

Sermon Title: “Abraham: What
Happens in Sodom Stays in
Sodom...Really!”

World. )
Communion
Sunday

October 2nd

World Communion Sunday

PASTOR BOB’S JUST DESSERTS

Bob's Wednesday night class,
"Just Desserts,"” will resume on
Wednesday night, September 7,
at 5:45. We will begin the season
with an eight-week
study of Galatians.
Show up the first
night, and we'll take
your order for a
book. Please feel free
to call (480.969.5577) or email
Bob (revbmitch@gmail.com) if
you have any questions.
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Publication
Deadlines

Sunday Bulletins /
Announcements

Wednesday Noon

Spire Deadline

All articles to be
submitted to the
church office no later
than

September 10"

(Holidays and vacations
may advance or delay
these deadlines by a

day or two.)

Altar Flowers

To place flowers on
the altar in honor or
memory of someone
special contact the
Church Office at
480-969-5577
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CHURCH
HOURS

M-TH:
9—4:30 pm

Friday:
9—2 pm

PH: 480-969-5577

Electronic
Giving

Electronic giving is a
direct debit program
where your
contribution is debited
automatically from
your checking or
savings account,
either weekly or
monthly. This is an
easy way to fulfill
your stewardship
commitment, even
when you are unable
to attend church. You
can pick up an
authorization form in
the church office, and
talk to Phyllis Kern
Howe for further
details. CHECK OUT
our new option to give
with a debit/credit
card on our website at

ORGAN UPDATE HOSPITALITY
We did some tuning of the organ
after the pipe work was done by Thank You...
the Dobson Organ Company.
They will be returning in about 8 To all who brought food and to
-10 weeks, when the humidity those who assisted with the
has decreased (after Monsoon Meet Your Neighbor
season), to do a complete tun- Potluck!
ing. This process will take sev-
eral days. We are also going to To Walt Ahland for refurbishing
have heat/humidity sensors in- our Welcome and Infor-
stalled at various levels behind mation Booth. It looks
and within the organ chamber. new with its fresh coat of
This will help us determine if we paint! Is anyone interested
need different or better air cool- in manning the booth with
ing/circulation in the Organ Walt?
area. The sensors will need to
remain in place for up-to a year To all of you who greeted this
for full efficiency. summer!

MISSIONS

iHELP

The ladies of the iHELP program
are very thankful for all the items
donated, thank you to all that
We are coming up on the twen- helped!!

i . ecto
tieth anniversary of our Organ g‘ e Iﬁ.
. . . A
and we will be celebrating with S 4 e
©w A
events to be announced! % Pure?’ o
’ [ ]
k?e rvel

School Supplies

Thank you for all the wonderful
school supplies

BuS
that were do- o] |
nated. With eve- m CQJI

ryone’s helps we = cHoot
were able to fill éa ‘r
up the school bus

and help the neighborhood
schools...just think of all the
children we touched!!
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BIBLE STUDY

Men & Women's Bible Study
will start Sept. 14" at 10:00 am
in the Assembly Room. Come
early as Bosa Donuts and drinks
will be served.

We sing the good old familiar
songs, pray, share, laugh and af-
ter which the men go to Room 5
for their lesson.

Our fall study of the Cokesbury
series will be on tradition and wis-
dom taken from Proverbs, Ecclesi-
astes, Song of Solomon, and Mat-
thew.

The first Wednesday of each
month we have a brown bag
luncheon and opportunity to con-
tribute to “Diaper Day” for UMOM.

If you have any prayer requests
let us know so we can include
them in our prayer times: call
Shirley Wheeler (480) 827-8098,
Alita Holt (480) 655-9819 or Elea-
nor Christensen (480) 969-9511.

All ages are welcome. Come learn
with us!

Q)

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES

Thank you to all who donated
peanut butter and jelly during
Vacation Bible School. This little
idea of a small collection grew
into a large collection with the
ideas and help from many.

Upon delivery to Paz de Cristo,
the gentleman helping unload
the jars confirmed that every
night two peanut butter and jelly
sandwiches are given to each
person served during the eve-
ning meal. The 268 jars of pea-
nut butter and jelly will be used
quickly. Next year we will start
earlier and get the word out to
more people. Imagine how
many jars we can collect!

Thank you!

INVITATION

For those interested in
attending, the Central

East District Conference

is Sunday afternoon,
September 18" from
3-5pm. Call the church
office for more information.
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HELP US GET IT
RIGHT AND GO
GREEN

If your name or
address is incorrect;
if you prefer to
receive this
newsletter
electronically; or you
want your name
removed from our
mailing list, please
let us know and we
will be happy to
make the changes .
We appreciate your

help!

Church
Calendar

Is now available
on the church
website at
firstchurchofmesa.

com/news/

index.html
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Mark
Your

Calendars!

Pastor Bob’s Just
Desserts
Wednesday
Nights starting
Sept. 7th
5:45pm

Men & Women's
Bible Study
Wednesday
mornings
starting
Sep. 14th
10:00am

Youth Lock-In
Sept. 16-17

Central East
District Conference
Sunday
Sept. 18th
3:00pm-5:00pm

WORSHIP

As we start the new church and
school year, the worship commit-
tee thought it might be helpful to
review our “Order of Worship” in
order to enhance the worship ex-
perience. Each of us likes to make
sure we have a Sunday Bulletin
when we sit in our favorite pew on
Sunday morning. We read the an-
nouncements, the prayer con-
cerns, and we follow the “Order of
Worship.”

Is there a reason the service flows
the way it does? Did some “United
Methodist Worship Committee”
give this some thought? Of
course, they did or we wouldn’t be
Methodists! So let’s take a look:

We start with:
“Singing of Hymns”

Throughout our worship service we
lift up our hearts and minds to God
in the singing of hymns from an-
tiquity to today; expressing texts
of praise, adoration, commitment
and faith through song. “Through
the church the song goes on...
through the song the church goes
on.”

“A Call to Worship”

This provides a time of welcome to
fellow worshipers. The prelude sets
the tone and calls us to center on
our worship experience. The re-
sponsive “Call to Worship” invites
us to open our hearts and minds
to receive the word of God to us
this day.

“Our Prayer Time”

We then move into a time of per-
sonal and corporate prayer. One
of our pastoral leaders offers a
common prayer. We pray for our
worshiping church family, our

neighbors, our world and our lead-
ers. We also have the opportunity
for personal prayers and to join
together in “Our Lord’s Prayer.”
This section is usually followed by
an Anthem to move us from this
time of prayer to a time of ac-
knowledging our gratitude for all
God has given us.

“Our Giving Time”

“All that we have, and all that we
are, is a gift from God.” There-
fore, giving is our grateful re-
sponse for God’s graciousness and
multitude of blessings. This time
involves the collection of our gifts,
tithes, and offerings: the blessing
of those gifts and the singing of
the Doxology. (The Doxology is
actually the last verse to a longer
hymn “Awake, My Soul, and with
the Sun” words by Thomas Ken,
1674. Giving is an essential/ inte-
gral part of the Christian Faith and
our understanding of Christian Dis-
cipleship.

“The Word”

Following our giving time, we look
to scripture for direction and clar-
ity in our lives. The scripture is
followed by “The Witness to The
Word"”. Our pastoral leader helps
us to fully understand the word
and help us find direction and in-
spiration for our lives as we leave
worship to go out into the world
and live out our Discipleship. Our
acolytes carry the light from the
altar to symbolize our carrying of
God'’s light and love into the world.
The pastor’s Benediction sends us
forth to be light and love to all the
world.




FAITH IN ACTION

FAITH IN ACTION 2012

Do you remember all those
great ideas you had for additional
projects during Faith in Action
20117 Now is the time to offer
those suggestions. All ideas are
welcome for projects - nothing is
too big or too small. Please
contact either Pat Shaw or Margie
Rice if you have suggestions that
you feel will be good outreach
projects for our 2012 First United
Methodist Church for Faith in
Action (scheduled for Sunday,
March 25, 2012).

If you would like to be on
the planning team and/or be a
Team Leader, please indicate that
intention as well.

We are looking forward to
another successful event.

~Pat Shaw and Margie Rice
Pat Shaw

H: 480-839-8141
pshaw8647@cox.net

Margie Rice
H: 480-963-0307
RICRICE@aol.com

faith

in ACTION

BE THE CHURCH
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Emefgency

Pastor On-Call

Have a medical
emergency and
need to get a
hold of the
Pastor after
office hours?
Call
480-772-0866
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GET THE
NEWS AS IT

HAPPENS!

Do you Tweet? Find
the latest happenings
by following First
Church @
twitter.com/

firstchurchmesa

Are you on
Facebook? If so
become a friend of

First Church of Mesa
by searching First
United Methodist
Church of Mesa.

Get a copy of each
weeks service on CD
at the Welcome
Booth every Sunday.

Pod Casting is
HERE!

BLOG WITH THE PASTORS

Our Pastors are blogging, are
you? Here is a recent post by
Pastor Jim:

I had an interesting thing happen to
a church member this week. They
recently obtained a new “Action Bi-
ble” and their young daughter was
so enthralled with it that she wanted
to take it to school to read during
her personal “quiet time”.

That seemed reasonable and within
my understanding of the law, how-
ever, her teacher did not agree and
told her she could not bring it or
read it. [One little aside here...when
it comes to the prayer in school is-
sue, I'm not a support of the organ-
ized “public prayer”. I think kids are
going to pray in school if they want
to anyway...especially before tests. I
have always thought it much more
important that children pray at home
with their families. ]

However there is something in this
issue that got my dander up. Does
this teacher have a list of acceptable
and unacceptable reading material?
Is Harry Potter okay? Or how about
Diary of a Wimpy Kid? Would a book
about Halloween or Santa Claus be
acceptable?

It seems to me if children are al-
lowed to bring books to read in their
free time that the parent’s should be
the arbiters of what is or isn't appro-
priate. Also seems that this action is
probably in direct opposition to the
law. I would much rather have a
teacher focusing on education and
not my child’s parental approved

reading list.
Just sounding off this week...what do
you think?

Blog about Jim’s sermon, upcom-
ing events at First Church, or just
your own theological thoughts.
Invite friends and family who are
lost or looking for a church to
read some of Pastor Jim’s blogs.

First Church is reaching out to
accommodate everyone’s form of
communication, from the printed
Spire, to having it e-mailed, to
e-news, to Facebook, Twitter,
and now blogging. This is part of
The Journey: i-serve, i-connect,
i-praise. It’s your Journey and
the communication committee is
providing you the outlets to assist
with that Journey!

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Lola Switzer 9/1
Stan Carroll 9/1
Yemi Cummings-John 9/2
Katie Doty 9/2
Jim Warden 9/3
Jeannine Huffer 9/3
Erinn Tatom 9/3
Derek Tinsley 9/3
Eric Bunning 9/4
Jamie Webb 9/5
Anna Fugate 9/6
Emma Mozurkewich 9/6
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Jim Ripley
Randall Thuenen
Breana Nelson
Dea Miller

Debbie Pirlo
Margaret Kniffin
Terry Lewis
Sierra Cummins
Vera Vasko

Lyle Christensen
Marge Owens
Linda Shepard
Vanessa Mayberry
Jerad McCraw
Carolyn Curry
Willard Birge
Eleanor Garrison
Pat Thompson
Tame Tapaatoutai
Betty Patterson
Donna Wheat
Mary Kaye
Jonathan Thuenen
Seth Standage
Marty Gilson
Ryan Kain
Brandon Hansen
Jeanette Bartlow
Makayla Royer
Evelyn Rountree

Margaret Desenberg

9/8

9/8

9/8

9/9

9/11
9/11
9/12
9/12
9/13
9/13
9/13
9/13
9/13
9/13
9/14
9/14
9/14
9/14
9/14
9/15
9/15
9/16
9/17
9/17
9/18
9/18
9/19
9/21
9/21
9/22
9/22

Judy Thuenen 9/22
Anthony Whitford 9/22
Juanita Barefoot 9/23
Theresa Whitford 9/23
Abagail Cummings 9/23
Ann Baum 9/25
Beverly Coffin 9/26
Donna Conger 9/26
Peggy Tenney 9/26
Rick Lucchesi 9/26
Linda Phillips 9/26
Inez Larry 9/27
Donny Grace 9/27
Kathy Larson 9/30
Fred Clayton 9/30
ANNIVERSARY CORNER
9/4 Cummings-John, Yemi & Yvette
9/6 Garrison, Phil & Eleanor

9/9 Morgan, Anthony & Joy

9/12 Hakaumotu, Puii & Tevita
9/16  Thuenen, Randall & Judy
9/27 Blais, Raymond & Tracy

( O»ﬂf} qev /u[)a/t( an. !
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Congratulations
to all our
September
birthdays and
anniversaries!
If your name is
not on our list
(or if you know
of someone
who should
be), please call
the church
office so we
may update our
information.
We truly do not
mean to leave
anyone out.

LS
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the First United Methodist Church, 15 East First
Avenue, Mesa AZ 85210, a nonprofit organization.
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THE SPIRE The deadline for submission of articles for
First United Methodist Church the next issue is September 10, 2011.
15 E. First Ave. Mesa, AZ 85210
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fax 480-844-2846
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The Spire Newsletter Team
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Www firstchurchofmesa.com Printers: Jo Ann Ramlrez Davis, Kermit D_aV|s
Office Hours: 9 am - 4:30 pm Monday - Thursday Assemt?lers: Eunice Coe, Pam Rutkowski,
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Editorial Policies: The mission of The Spire is to be Brown
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and verbal announcements made at services or other
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The Editor shall reserve the right to either accept or
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published both in this newsletter and weekly bulletins.
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