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This is an exciting time in the life of First United Methodist Church.  There is a 
renewed call to mission in the city of Mesa, a renewed sense of direction in the 
life of our congregation.  As we move forward it is important for everyone to be 
part of this new commitment to our future.  It is important for each of us to say 

YES to our life together as a spiritual community in the City of Mesa.  You can 
be a part of that commitment.  You can say Yes to our future. 

Why are you important in the life of our church community? 

Why are you being asked to renew your membership vows? 

Why are you being asked to say Yes to giving of financial resources? 

Because everyone is needed to use their God Given Gifts to move forward in the 
life of our church community.  No one person can do it alone.  No one family can 
support our efforts.  We must move forward as a united front and you can be a 
part of that movement: 

By your attendance in church on Thanksgiving Sunday, November 20, 2011. 

By renewing your membership vow to not only give your time and your 
talent but also, your financial resources. 

By bringing your Giving Card and dedicating it with the entire church family. 

By coming forward and placing your “Giving Card” on the Lord’s table. 

Our church family is an important part of each one of our lives.  Together we 
can continue to make a difference in our community, and in the lives of those 
who call First United Methodist of Mesa their Church Home. 

http://fumcmesa.org/
http://www.twitter.com/firstchurchmesa
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OUR VISION 

We strive to reach 

out to the 

community 

through:   

   A ministry of 

continuous 

spiritual growth;  

   A ministry with 

children, youth, 

and families in all 

their diversity, 

and;  

  A ministry of 

music and the 

arts.  

LIKED THE 

SERMON? 

You can now download the 

sermons onto your Ipod or 

listen via your computer.   

Visit firstchurchofmesa.com 

and start reaching out 

electronically to friends, 

family, and those who are 

looking for God! 

     I want to thank all of you for 
your support as I went forward for 
ordination.   It feels wonderful to be 
ordained.  I had no idea what a 
change it would make to have that 

credential behind me.   

     As you have witnessed, I have 
grown in my abilities to minister in a 
congregation.  While seminary 
taught me how to be United Method-
ist Clergy, it was in this church that I 

learned how to be a pastor and a 
minister.  I have sat by your bed-
sides and have learned how to listen 
to you.  I have preached and have 
learned how to communicate better.  
I have counseled you and have 
learned how to share.  And I have 

sat in meetings with you and have 
learned how to be a diplomat, an 
administrator, and a decision maker. 

     I owe a special debt to the staff 
of the church, for they have taught 
me much about the daily business 

and planning required to do the min-
istry of the church.  And I also owe 
great gratitude to my fellow clergy, 
Jim and Bob, who have shown me 
how to lead others.  They have given 
me both roots and wings. 

    I appreciate all of your stories and 
collected wisdom that has grown my 
faith as well as my ministry.  I could 
not have done this without you.  
Thank you. 

 

                                                       
Blessings, Peace, and Love, 
                                                                   
                                                          
Rev. Jeri Wilkerson 

 

   

 

 

 JERIõS CORNER  

 

 

 

 

 

November 6th  

[Communion Sunday]  

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY  

Sermon Series: Things I Learned 

From My Grandma  

Sermon Title: ñOne Is the 
Loneliest Numberò 

 

 

November 13th  

Sermon Series: Things I Learned 

From My Grandma  

Sermon Title: ñAlways say 
Thank Youò 

 

November 20th  

DEDICATION SUNDAY  

Sermon Series: Things I Learned 

From My Grandma  

Sermon Title: ñElvis is Great, 

But Jesus is the Kingò 

SERMON SCHEDULE 



Publication 

Deadlines 

Sunday Bulletins / 

Announcements 

Wednesday Noon 

 

Spire Deadline 

All articles to be submitted 

to the church office no 

later than     

November 10th 

(Holidays and vacations 

may advance or delay 

these deadlines by a 

day or two.) 
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Fry’s & Bashas – The worship com-
mittee will be making available Fry’s 
and Bashas gift cards.  These can be 
used for groceries, gas and any gift 
cards you want to give as gifts.  The 
funds raised for this project will help 
underwrite a number of projects the 
worship committee would like to ac-

complish without being a budget 
item.  Watch for more information 
shortly. 

 

 

 

November 27th  

Sermon Series: Characters of 

Christmas  

Sermon Title: ñZechariahðThe 

Silent Witnessò 

 

December 4th  

[Communion Sunday]  

Sermon Series: Characters of 

Christmas  

Sermon Title: ñMaryðA Song in 

Her Heartò 

Altar Flowers 

To place flowers on the 

altar in honor or memory 

of someone special contact  

the Church Office at     

480-969-5577 

WORSHIP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Organ Tuning – Dobson Organ will be in 
from Iowa to tune the organ.  This will 
be a top/to bottom procedure that will 
take the week of November 14-18.  This 
was postponed from the original work 
due to the summer monsoon season. 

 

 

Hanging of The Greens – will take place 
on Saturday November 26th.  Linda Phil-
lips will be in charge and would appreci-
ate any help that would be available.  

To women of all ages . . . It’s time for 
some Beth Moore! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you ready for a deep, possible life 
changing Bible study? Join us as we 

read the book of: 

DANIEL- Lives of integrity, Words of prophecy 

This is a twelve-week study that re-
quires the purchase of a study book for 
about $20. 

Where: Corrie’s house   

3924 E. Dartmouth Mesa, 85205 

When: Thursday nights 7:00-No later 
than 9:00 

Dates: Oct. 27; Nov. 3, 10, 17; Dec. 
22, 29; Jan. 5, 12, 19, 26; Feb. 2, 9, 16 

Pray for God to bless the ladies lives 
through this study of HIS word. 

Love, 

Corrie Schreiber 

Hm) 480-324-8177 

WOMENS BIBLE STUDY 
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CHURCH 

HOURS 

M-TH: 

9ð4:30 pm 

Friday: 

9ð2 pm 

PH: 480-969-5577 

Electronic 

Giving 

Electronic giving is a 

direct debit program 

where your 

contribution is debited 

automatically from 

your checking or 

savings account, 

either weekly or 

monthly.  This is an 

easy way to fulfill 

your stewardship 

commitment, even 

when you are unable 

to attend church.  You 

can pick up an 

authorization form in 

the church office, and 

talk to Phyllis Kern 

Howe for further 

details.  CHECK OUT 

our new option to give 

with a debit/credit 

card on our website at 

firstchurchofmesa.com 

CHILDRENõS MINISTRIES 

Thank you to all those who participated 
and volunteered with our 1st annual Trunk 
o’ Treat!!  It was such a joy to see the 
congregation come to together and pro-
vide the community with a great time to 
feel the love and joy of Jesus Christ.  We 
had such creative trunks that provided a 
wonderful time to all.  The youth put on 
an incredible Haunted House while work-
ing together as a team.  What a memora-
ble evening…can’t wait to do it again next 
year!!   

Our appreciation goes out to the pas-

tors and church members for their 

prayers and cards during my mother's 

illness and passing. It provided much 

needed comfort and support.  

 

Patty Smith 

THANK YOU 

SPIRE PUBLISHER NEEDED 

The Communications Committee is look-
ing for someone interested in putting the 
monthly Spire together.  Publishing the 
Spire requires someone with a bit of 
creativity and proficiency in either Pub-
lisher or Pagemaker.  It’s a commitment 
of about 4-8 hours a month, depending 
on the number of articles for the Spire. 

If you are interested 
contact the Church 
office (480-969-
5577) or one of the 
Communications 
Committee      
members. 

THANK YOU 

I want to thank all of you for a wonder-

ful celebration on Pastor Appreciation 

Day! It was a great time of visiting with 

so many of you, and the many cards of 

support were a true blessing. Thank you 

also for your love offering which was 

extremely generous and greatly appre-

ciated. I am so happy to be your pastor 

and to be in ministry with you.   

Pastor Jim 

http://www.firstchurchofmesa.com
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HELP US GET IT 

RIGHT AND GO 

GREEN 

If your name or 

address is incorrect; 

if you prefer to 

receive this 

newsletter 

electronically; or you 

want your name 

removed from our 

mailing list, please 

let us know and we 

will be happy to 

make the changes .  

We appreciate your 

help!  

Church 

Calendar 

Is now available on the 

church website at 

firstchurchofmesa.com/

news/index.html 

In past years, donations received 
through the Christmas gifts to the 
Christ Child have been used to benefit 
Mission projects including Sojourner’s 
House, Paz de Cristo, Child Crisis Cen-
ter, UMOM, Rosie’s Kids, Pregnancy Cri-
sis Center, Mothers Day Out, Campus 
Crusade for Christ, and Crystal Peaks 
Youth Ranch. During the worship ser-
vice on December 18, you will be en-
couraged to present a monetary gift to 
the Christ Child. These Christmas gifts 
will allow the Missions Committee to 
extend the heart of our church through-
out the year. 

Let us all join on this Journey to the 

Manger and in keeping Christ in   

Christmas.  

CHRIST IN  CHRISTMAS 

Christ in Christmas: Journey to the 
Manger  

O welcome, little Christmas Guest, 

Dear Jesus, from above; 

Upon thy face, so pure and mild, 

We see God’s smile of love. 

The journey from Advent to Epiphany un-
folds as all good stories should, step-by-
step. Advent, which starts on November 
27, is a season of preparation. It’s a time 
to get ready for the supreme blessing:  
the coming of the 
Christ Child. Dur-
ing Advent, we 
prepare for Christ-
mas which is cen-
tered in the joy, 
the celebration, 
and the new hope 
brought by a baby.  

The number one 
way to keep Christ 
in Christmas is to 
have Him present in your daily life and in 
the way you live your life. Keeping Christ 
in Christmas means daily revealing the 
character, love and spirit of Christ that 
dwells in you, and by allowing these traits 
to shine through your actions. There are 
simple ways to keep Christ the central 
focus of your life this Christmas season; 
Give one special gift from you to God. Set 
aside time to read the Christmas story. 
Set up a Nativity scene in your home. 
Plan a project of good will this Christmas. 
Take a group Christmas caroling in a 
nursing home. Forgive someone who has 
wronged you in the past. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://firstchurchofmesa.com/news/index.html
http://firstchurchofmesa.com/news/index.html


NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

 

Congratulations 
to all our 

November 

birthdays and 

anniversaries!  
If your name is 

not on our list 

(or if you know 

of someone 
who should 

be), please call 

the church 

office so we 
may update our 

information. 

We truly do not 

mean to leave 

anyone out. 
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11/5 Mozurkewich, Paul & Katie 

11/7 Olges, Stephen & Sherry 

11/26 Olsson, Robert & Shirley 

11/30 Jordan, Kerry & Alison 

ANNIVERSARY CORNER 

 

Wesley Leathers  11/1 

Franklin Jackson  11/2 

Irene Munden  11/2 

John McCraw  11/3 

Rex Fathauer  11/3 

Matt Markovich  11/4 

Joe Tripoli   11/4 

Lois Markovich  11/6 

Tanya Nelson  11/6 

Shegun Cummings-John 11/7 

Sandy Lewis   11/8 

Laura Emery   11/8 

Zarin Webb   11/8 

Foster Song   11/10 

Royjohn Duffey  11/10 

Aliina Nelson   11/11  

Shirley Shirley  11/12 

Gloria Jean Russell  11/13 

Mark Tripoli   11/13 

Robert Rice   11/14 

Brenda Cruz   11/15 

Noah Hansen  11/15 

Arleen Boatman-Morckel 11/16 

James Nesbitt  11/16 

Marshall Yoes  11/18 

Rick Phillips   11/19 

Meg Tinsley   11/19 

William Seidel  11/20 

David Price   11/20 

Lyle Christensen  11/22 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor On-Call 

Have a medical 

emergency and need to 

get a hold of the Pastor 

after office hours?  Call                 

480-772-0866 

Mary Schatz   11/22 

Jacklyn Cummins  11/22 

Dale Harwood  11/24 

Al Lambert   11/25 

Michael Elliott  11/25 

Scott Kuck   11/25 

Loraine Dotson  11/26 

Lois Yerkes   11/26 

Arnold Lehman  11/26 

Mildred Sharp  11/28 

Caryl Libhart   11/28 

Roger Moreland  11/28 

Charles Verhoff  11/28 

Margie Rice   11/29 

Maria Hernandez  11/29 

Betty Fuchs   11/30 
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First United Methodist Church 

15 E. First Ave. Mesa, AZ 85210 
480-969-5577 

fax 480-844-2846 
Spire Submissions: 

secretary@firstchurchofmesa.com 
www.firstchurchofmesa.com 

Office Hours: 9 am - 4:30 pm Monday - Thursday 
9 am - 2 pm Friday 

 
Editorial Policies:  The mission of The Spire is to be 

one communication source for the First United 
Methodist Church of Mesa.  Other communication 
sources include e-mails, the Sunday church bulletins 
and verbal announcements made at services or other 
official meetings. Chairpersons of Boards and 
Committees , coordinators, members and friends of 
First UMC may submit announcements, information or 
items of interest that relate to the mission of the 
church. 
The Editor shall reserve the right to either accept or 
reject articles, to edit for space, grammar and 
accuracy. Currently, the Spire is being published 
monthly. Deadline for submission of articles are 
published both in this newsletter and weekly bulletins. 

The deadline for submission of articles for 
the next issue is November 10, 2011.  
 

The Spire Newsletter Team 
Editors: Katie Mozurkewich and Jamie Webb 
Publisher: Matt and Jamie Webb 
Printers: Jo Ann Ramirez Davis, Kermit Davis 
Assemblers: Pam Rutkowski, Irene Risser, 
Tillie Whitford, Carla Zwald, Linda Miller, 
Margaret Desenberg, and Bob Brown 

THE SPIRE (USMC 944660) is published monthly, by 
the First United Methodist Church, 15 East First  
Avenue, Mesa AZ 85210, a nonprofit organization.  
Periodical postage paid at Mesa AZ 85201-9996.  

www.firstchurchofmesa.com 

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to THE SPIRE, 
15 E. 1st Ave., Mesa AZ 85210 
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Pastors: 

Rev. Dr. Jim Farrer 

Rev. Jeri Wilkerson 

Rev. Dr. Bob Mitchell 

Rev. Cecil Lackore - Pastor Emeritus 

http://www.fumcmesa.org

