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THOUGHTS FROM THE FARRER SIDE...

It is my great hope that most of us remember the insights and great radio

voice of Paul Harvey. He always found the most interesting stories and told
them in his own unique style and tone. Often he would tell a story and
pause, and then return with one of his famous tag lines: and now for the
rest of the story!

What a great line...and what a great thing for us
as people of faith. We have just experienced two
highlights of our church year: Faith in Action and
Easter! In many ways we are still basking in their glow,
and honestly, that’s only natural. Our Faith in Action
Sunday was not only one of the highlights of the year
for me but was one of the highlights of my ministry - over 250 men, women
and children doing church - it was amazing.

Likewise, Easter for me is the exclamation point of the Christian
year! Everything else is a set-up for Holy Week and Easter. Christmas is the
initiation but Easter is the graduation. The crucifixion, the resurrection...and
the churches celebration of them are a mountaintop experience for me.

And now, for the rest of the story: Easter and Faith in Action may
have been the highlights and the exclamation points of our year, but they
are not the end. In reality, they are only the beginning. It's the realization
that we are Easter people that empowers us to share God’s love and grace
with others. It's when we realize that putting our faith in action is not an
event but a lifestyle choice that allows us to grow into being the disciples
that Jesus has called us to be!

I hope you don't put away these experiences as part of your
“experience” but I pray you take your “experiences” of Easter and Faith in
Action and spend each and every day as Easter Disciples...forgiven and
forgiving people who share the love of God with all...preaching the Gospel at
all times and when necessary using words!

In Christ,
Pastor Jim

Share the Journey e iPraise @ iConnect ¢ iServe
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OUR VISION

We strive to reach
out to the
community
through:

e A ministry of
continuous
spiritual growth;

e A ministry with
children, youth,
and families in all
their diversity,
and;

e A ministry of
music and the
arts.

JERI'S CORNER

I wanted to thank you for your
donations during the Seeds for
Hope campaign to fund our
youth summer trip to YOUTH
2011. I believe the youth will
receive a meaningful faith build-
ing experience at this United
Methodist national youth

event. Thank you for investing
in the faith of our youth.

Blessings and Peace,

Pastor Jeri

MAY SERMON SCHEDULE

May 1st
[Communion Sunday]
Sermon Series: Unplugged

Sermon Title: “The Church is
Hypocritical— 85%"

Preaching Schedule: 1st & 2nd
service — Jim

unplugged

May 8th
Children’s Musical
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May 15th
Sermon Series: Unplugged

Sermon Title: “The Church is
Out of Touch—72%"

Preaching Schedule: 1st & 2nd
service — Jim

May 22nd
Sermon Series: Unplugged

Sermon Title: “The Church is
Antihomosexual—91%"

Preaching Schedule: 1st & 2nd
service — Jim

May 29th
Sermon Title: “Freedom”

Preaching Schedule: 1st & 2nd
service — Jeri




2011 SUMMER MOVIE GUIDE

June 5th—September 4th

Summer Blockbuster Movie
Sermon Series

All of this summer’s movies are
based on the call of Micah 6:8—
to act justly, to love mercy and to
walk humbly with God. The first
group of movies deals with a
variety of struggles for justice.

Tune in Wednesday nights to
watch the movie, right after
fellowship dinner, and then hear
the message of the movie on
Sunday.

June 1%t - To Kill A
Mockingbird [Not Rated]

1962 - Gregory Peck, John
Megna, Frank Overton

June 8" - The Frisco Kid [PG]

1979 - Gene Wilder, Harrison
Ford, Ramon Bieri

June 15 - Cry Freedom [PG]

1987 - Denzel Washington, Kevin
Kline, Josette Simon

June 22" - Gentlemen’s
Agreement [Not Rated]

1947 - Gregory Peck, Dorothy
McGuire, John Garfield

June 29" - Chocolat [PG-13]

2000 - Juliette Binoche, Judi
Dench, Alfred Molina

JUNE SERMON SCHEDULE

June 5" ToKillA
Mockingbird

June 12" The Frisco Kid

June 19" Cry Freedom

June 26" Gentleman’s

Agreement
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Publication
Deadlines

Sunday Bulletins /
Announcements

Wednesday Noon

Spire Deadline

All articles to be
submitted to the
church office no later
than

June 10
(Holidays and vacations
may advance or delay
these deadlines by a

day or two.)

Altar Flowers

To place flowers on
the altar in honor or
memory of someone
special contact the
Church Office at
480-969-5577
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CHURCH
HOURS

M-TH:
9—4:30 pm

Friday:
9—2 pm

Summer Hours
(5/30—8/5)

M-F:
9—2 pm

HOSPITALITY

Thanks

By the time you read this our
May 1% Birthday Potluck will have
occurred. Thanks to all of you
who came, to all of you who
brought food, and to the Living
Stones and Soul Café Sunday
School classes for assisting with
the food. If you were unable to
attend, Happy Birthday to you!

Secret Shopping

If you attend another church this
summer, please notice how first
time visitors are treated, if it is
easy it is to navigate around the
church, and other things about
the service and church. When
you return, please fill out one of
our Secret Shopping sheets. The
Hospitality Team is open to new
ideas to provide radical
hospitality to our guests!

GHCIr'Eh Ellllllﬁ

CARNATIONS

Honor your Father this
Fathers Day, Sunday June
19th, with a red carnation or
a white one for one who has
passed. Cost is $2 per order
and order forms will be
located in the bulletin as
Father’'s Day approaches, or
you may call the church
office.

MISSIONS

Birthing Kits

Each year our Conference supports a
mission project for Annual Conference.
This year the Conference has asked lo-
cal churches to assemble Birthing Kits
to be sent to UMCOR for overseas use.
The kits contain two receiving blankets,
three-12" pieces of string, one pair of
latex gloves, one razor blade, one 36"
square piece of 4 ml. clear plastic. The
items are then packed carefully in a
plastic bag.

Our goal was to complete 102 Birthing
Kits. We have 175 blankets, but need
204. We have already received enough
of the other materials to complete
these kits. If you would like to donate
a receiving blanket, we need new,
clean, thin receiving blankets and we
will have a box in the Narthex available
for dropping them off.

We are in also need of shipping funds
to mail the kits to UMCOR. If you
would like to contribute to the shipping
costs for these birthing kits please
make your check to FUMC with a note
for: Missions General Funds. The
Disciples Class, and anyone who cares
to join them, will be assembling the
birthing kits and sharing a small potluck
on May 22" at 11:45am in the Assem-
bly Room.

Thank you for your support of this im-
portant mission.

FUMC FINANCIAL UPDATE
Jan-March

Total Income $132,454
Total expenses $161,982

Net operating income ($29,528)
Your gifts encourage the fulfillment of
our mission of "Living faith and loving
life through Jesus Christ"




RIPPLE OUTREACH

Sunshine Boxes:

Would you like to take a special
gift to someone in the hospital
or someone who

is ill? There is a

cabinet in the

East Conference

room full of boxes

and small gift

items. You may

select a box, decorate it, and fill
the box with some of the items
in the cabinet.

Community Outreach:

Did you enjoy visiting the resi-
dents of Friendship Village dur-
ing Faith in Action? If so, there
are several volunteer opportuni-
ties available at Friendship
Village:

1. You can assist with the Bible
Study that members of our
church provide to the memory
care residents on the third
Thursday of the month. Contact
Alita Holt at 480-655-9819 for
more information.

2. You can assist with crafts or
a spelling bee with memory care
residents once/month. If you
are interested, please call Jill
Smith at 480-759-1875.

Homebound:

We have our own members who
are homebound who we are vis-
iting every month. If you would
like to assist with this important
ministry, please call Nancy
Likens at 480-588-7957.

CHURCH COUNCIL

Minutes in Seconds!

Watch this space for congrega-
tional updates on the highlights
of FUMC'’s Church Council.

Church Council is comprised of the
chairs of all committees within the
church, the pastoral staff, and lay lead-
ers. Meetings are held bi-monthly to
discuss and coordinate the church’s
ministry and business activities. It is
the representative of the congregation
in providing for the organization, ad-
ministration and evaluation of the
church’s response to its mission and
ministry. Meetings are held at 6:30 on
the 4" Monday of every odd numbered
month.

Highlights from the meeting of March
28", 2011:

-A Funding Resource Team has been
formed whose charge is to bring new
sources of income to the church that
will allow us to maintain and grow our
ministry.

-The budget for 2011 was presented by
the Finance committee and approved by
the Council. It shows a net income
deficit of $133,549.

-Organ pipes - Sandra Lackore and the
Trustees will continue negotiating with
Dobson Organ and the pipe manufac-
turer for repair of the defective organ
pipes.

-The mission’s committee no longer will
fund college scholarships for high school
seniors.

-Pastor Jeri has been recommended for
ordination by the Board of Ordained
Ministries. Congratulations!!!!

-Four new families signed up for
membership in March.

Jean Harris, Council Chair

jahmesa@cox.net
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HELP US GET IT
RIGHT AND GO
GREEN
If your name or
address is incorrect;
if you prefer to
receive this
newsletter
electronically; or you
want your name
removed from our
mailing list, please
let us know and we
will be happy to
make the changes .
We appreciate your

help!



mailto:jahmesa@cox.net
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Electronic
Giving

Electronic giving is
a direct debit
program where
your contribution
is debited
automatically from
your checking or
savings account,
either weekly or
monthly. This is
an easy way to
fulfill your
stewardship
commitment, even
when you are
unable to attend
church. You can
pick up an
authorization form
in the church
office, and talk to
Phyllis Kern Howe
for further details.

NEW MEMBER CLASS

A New Member Class will be held
May 22" from 8:30am-12pm.
This is a one-day class and will
cover the United Methodist
history and beliefs, and First
Church’s vision, mission, values
and ministries. This class if for
all those who have recently come
forward to join, and any new
comers who would like to learn
more about the First United
Methodist Church of Mesa.

YOUTH EVENT

o
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Youth Variety Show!

The youth are holding a variety
show and luncheon May 15 from
12pm-2pm. Please come join us
for food, fun and a great show in
Fellowship Hall. Cost is $5.00
each or $10.00 for families.

Enjoy a delicious lunch while
watching the talents of our youth
and adults.

CHILDREN'’S MINISTRIES

gt

Children's Ministry Family
Potluck & Dance Party

Sunday May 22nd 12-2pm in the
Family Life Center come celebrate
the end of a great school year and
the beginning of Summer! We will
start with the family potluck at
12pm. After lunch we will kick off
our dance party with DJ’'s Tame
and Colby playing fun group
dance songs.

For the potluck please bring the
following items according to your
last name. We will provide drinks
and paper products.

A-G Side Dish

H-O Dessert

P-Z Main Dish




Children's Summer
Blockbuster Movie Series

Join us Wednesday nights this
summer for Dinner & a Movie.
Enjoy dinner prepared by Chef
Ed at 5:00 in Fellowship Hall and
then have the children join us in
Room A at 6:00 for movie &
popcorn. While the children are
enjoying their movie parents can
go to Pastor Jim's movie series
right down the hall in the as-
sembly room. After the movie
we will have a short talk about
the movie and the great lessons
to be learned from them. We
have picked movies with similar
lengths to the adult movies so
we should finish around the
same time each week.

June 1% - Despicable Me (PG)
June 8% - Narnia Lion Witch
Wardrobe (PG)

June 15™ - Narnia Prince
Caspian (PG)

June 22" - Narnia Voyage of
the Dawn Treader
(PG)

June 29" - The Incredibles (PG)

Vacation Bible School
July 11-15, 2011
6:00pm-8:30pm
VBS is Free—Invite your friends

Register Now!

Shake it UP!

The Bible gives us the recipe to shake
up our lives and become Jesus’ follow-
ers. Be ready for God's call, give
happily to God and others, believe fully
in Jesus, remember Jesus' life and
teachings, and celebrate God forever.
We will explore this through food

CONGRATULATIONS

March 28th Clair Gobble
received an award from Banner
Baywood Hospital, the 2010 Vol-
unteer Lifetime Achievement
Award for 25 years of ser-

vice. He was honored at

a luncheon and received a beau-
tiful Danbury Clock. Congratula-
tions Clair and thank you for
your service!
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Church
Calendar

Is now available
on the church
website at
firstchurchofmesa.

com/nNews/

index.html

engeey

Pastor On-Call

Have a medical
emergency and
need to get
ahold of the
Pastor after
office hours?
Call
480-772-0866



http://firstchurchofmesa.com/news/index.html
http://firstchurchofmesa.com/news/index.html
http://firstchurchofmesa.com/news/index.html
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GET THE
NEWS AS IT

HAPPENS!

Do you Tweet? Find
the latest happenings
by following First
Church @
twitter.com/

firstchurchmesa

Are you on
Facebook? If so
become a friend of

First Church of Mesa
by searching First
United Methodist
Church of Mesa.

BLOG WITH THE PASTORS

Our Pastors are blogging, are
you? Here is a recent post by
Pastor Jim:

Here some more of my untamed
thoughts. Have you ever wondered
in the competing and clamoring
voices of religious folks how we can
ensure we have a true understanding
of God? Or even more importantly,
how we can know God? I believe
Jesus points to the direction for us
when he says,

“Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the
Lord is one. Love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind and with
all your strength [and] Love your
neighbor as your self.”

This sums up the central revelation
of God in scripture and provides us
with a way to look at the world in a
sentence. In the past, much of the
church’s focus on being a disciple [a
follower] of Jesus has related to our
personal morality neglecting our
involvement in the world around us.
But being a disciple must include
both.

Do not be confused. Discipleship in
the way of Jesus is all about living
out this creed he spells out for us. It
keeps us in mission and reminds us
of what must be the guiding principle
of our lives.

Blog about Jim’s sermon,
upcoming events at First Church,
or just your own theological
thoughts. Invite friends and
family who are lost or looking for
a church to read some of Pastor
Jim’s blogs. You'll also find The
Farrer Side on the blog, so you

can blog about Pastor Jim’s
thoughts.

First Church is reaching out to ac-
commodate everyone’s form of
communication, from the printed
Spire, to having it e-mailed, to e-
news, to Facebook, Twitter, and
now blogging. This is part of The
Journey: i-serve, i-connect, i-
praise. It's your Journey and the
communication committee is pro-
viding you the outlets to assist
with that Journey!

MAY BIRTHDAYS

Puii V. Hakaumotu 1-May
Carol Leathers 2-May
Samiuela Tapaatoutai 2-May
Dolores Moore 3-May
Phyllis Swan 3-May
Helen Carroll 3-May
Keith Baum 3-May
Valerie Kuck 3-May
Jaimie Bunning 3-May
Matthew Smith 3-May
Jeanette Manley 4-May
Myles Gorin 6-May
William Fritz 7-May
Bruce Tinsley 7-May
Alicia Ulate 9-May
Sandy Grace 9-May
Bonnie A.Loney 10-May
Sari Miller 10-May
Hugh Elson 11-May
Gary Thayer 11-May
Matthew Mayberry 11-May
Lyle Munden 13-May



http://www.twitter.com/firstchurchmesa
http://www.twitter.com/firstchurchmesa

MAY BIRTHDAYS

Wilma Smith
Michael Brake
Debbie Robinson
Cinnamon Dingle
Rachel Staples
Elise Lehman
Jennifer Baum
Dustin Alan Haines
Shirley Cooper
MarylJo Fritz
Angeletia Portis
Dalton Friesen
Pam Rutkowski
John Miller

Helen White

Hazel Larson
Celeste Kern

Amia Wauneka
Phyllis Kern Howe
Barbara Christian
Clair Gobble
Steven Kennedy
Christopher Thuenen
Tiffany Hernandez
Brian Fedt

Lisa Rittenhouse
Amy Sams
Michelle Friesen
Dean Curry

Wilma Strohmeyer

JUNE BIRTHDAYS

Charles Byers
Ed Dingle

13-May
13-May
14-May
16-May
16-May
16-May
17-May
17-May
18-May
20-May
20-May
20-May
21-May
22-May
23-May
23-May
23-May
23-May
24-May
24-May
25-May
25-May
25-May
27-May
28-May
28-May
29-May
30-May
31-May
31-May

1-Jun
1-Jun

Tom Mason
Andrew Smith
Stephanie Day
Todd Tripoli

Walt Ahland
Dorothy Neathery
Rachael Gaetjens
Richard Curran
Jan Wagner
James Sublett
Marilyn Jennings
Sally Tripoli

Sam Bartlow

Mark Knappenberger
Julie Harris

Dustin Yoes
Alexandria Hakaumotu
Brendan Rizzo
Roy Patterson
Sandra Stevenson
Walter Bartlow
Melissa Fedt
Donna Young
Christi Chapman
Jean Harris

Milas Yoes

Ava Lynn Gaetjens
James Hayden

Ed Dingle, Jr.

Dan Stevenson

3-Jun

5-Jun

5-Jun

6-Jun

7-Jun

8-Jun

8-Jun

9-Jun

10-Jun
13-Jun
13-Jun
14-Jun
14-Jun
14-Jun
16-Jun
16-Jun
16-Jun
16-Jun
19-Jun
20-Jun
21-Jun
21-Jun
22-Jun
23-Jun
25-Jun
25-Jun
27-Jun
28-Jun
28-Jun
30-Jun
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Congratulations
to all our May
and June
birthdays and
anniversaries!
If your name is
not on our list
(or if you know
of someone
who should
be), please call
the church
office so we
may update our
information.
We truly do not
mean to leave
anyone out.
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ANNIVERSARY CORNER IN THE NEWS

5/2 Rountree, John & Evelyn MANDY BUSCAS, ARTS

5/5 Cooper, Julius & Shirle LEARNING DIRECTOR AT THE
LIKED THE / i P Y ARIZONA COMMISSION ON THE
SERMON? 5/15 Hill, Wayne & Eva ARTS TAKES ON NEW ROLE AT

5/22 Emery, Jeremy & Laura THE MESA ARTS CENTER

You can now
download the

5/29 Leathers, Stuart & Debbie By Arizona Commission on the Arts

sermons onto your 6/2 Adams, Lynn & Julia on April 7th, 2011
CELAEENETI 62 Gifford, Austin & Alicia  hiandy Buscas, currently serving as
computer. 6/6 Ferguson, Jerry & Debbie Arizona Commission on the Arts, will
Visit 6/7 Likens, Matthew & Nancy soon take on a new professional role

at the Mesa Arts Center.

firstchurchofmesa.com .
and start reaching out 6/7  Sams, Austin %Amy Mandy has been a part of Arizona’s
electronically to 6/10 Standage, Chris & Mary state arts agency team for eight
friends, family, and 6/14 Price, David & Susan years, serving in three positions:
those who are looking 6/15 Davis, K it & JoA Afters;hool Coordlngtor, Arts
for Godl! avis, kermi oAnn Learning Program Director and Arts
or =o 6/19 Fedt, Brain & Judy Learning Director.

6/21 Rickey, William & JoAnna In her new post at the City of Mesa,
Mandy will oversee community
6/21 Anderson, Jacob & Crystal  5rogramming and outreach activities

6/23 Cummings, Shegun & Amy  as the Arts Education Outreach

. . . Coordinator for the Mesa Arts
Get a copy of each 6/28 Rittenhouse, Gavin & Lisa Center. Additionally, Mandy will

work with program staff to
creatively link visual and
performing artists hosted by the
Mesa Arts Center to various
community groups and
organizations; create projects

HERE! ST N /g_ and partnerships with external
o i\& e I institutions and organizations
- '\‘"-,_‘ / \ | N »

weeks service on CD
at the Welcome
Booth every Sunday.

Pod Casting is

that broaden and deepen the
reach of the Mesa Arts Center
into the local community and

(A)/ng-’ca/tu/&l/tt Q.M/! region; and collaborate with

education staff at the City of Mesa’s

\\1 P 'v\,; ' two museums (Arizona Museum of
~ 2 /évzv* = Natural History and Arizona Museum
o s

S for Youth) to coordinate efforts and
programs as part of Mesa’s Arts and
Culture Department.




In her time at the Arts Commission,
Mandy transformed the agency’s
Teaching Artist Roster program,
significantly improving access to
highquality Arizona teaching artists
by leading the process of moving the
entire resource online. She fostered
local support of arts education in Ari-
zona communities through stART ini-
tiatives, which included networking,
professional development and in-
creased stakeholder engagement in
the arts. Mandy also oversaw the
delivery of grant funding to hun-
dreds of arts organizations and
schools through the agency’s
various Arts Learning grant pro-
grams, and spearheaded two state-
wide convenings for Arizona arts
learning professionals, the Teaching
Artist Symposium (2009) and the
Joint Arts Education Conference
(2010).

Arts Commission Executive Director,
Robert C. Booker, said, "Mandy’s
leadership in developing quality pro-
fessional learning opportunities for
teaching artists and educators has
been incredibly valuable to the Ari-
zona arts industry. While we will
miss her being a part of the Arts
Commission team, we are thrilled
that Mesa will become the focus of
her myriad talents and attention as
she develops innovative learning op-
portunities for East Valley residents.”

Rob Schultz, Assistant Director of the
Mesa Arts and Culture Department
said of the transition, “Cindy Orn-
stein, Director of the Mesa Arts Cen-
ter, and I are so pleased to have the
benefit of Mandy’s expertise, and her
extensive contacts and partnerships
as we move forward in connecting
more broadly and deeply to our com-
munity.”

Mandy’s last day as Arts Learning
Director for the Arts Commission will
be April 16, 2011 in Yuma, where
she will lead workshops on the
agency'’s behalf at the Museum Asso-
ciation of Arizona Conference. She
will begin work in her new position at
the Mesa Arts Center on April 18,
2011.

bi |
VMESA

ARTS
CENTER

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS

Please make note, the church office
will be shortening its office hours for
the summer break. The office will be
open and the Administrative Secre-
tary, Katie Mozurkewich, will only be
available from 9am-2pm Monday -
Friday for the dates between May 30%"
and August 5. Thank you for your
understanding. If you have a serious
medical emergency after these hours,
please contact the pastor on call at
(480) 772-0866. Otherwise, please
leave message for Katie in the gen-
eral mailbox or email at her at
secretary@firstchurchofmesa.com.
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Mark
Your
Calendars!

All Church Potluck
Sunday May 1st
10:00am-11:00am

Children’s Spring
Musical
Sunday May 8th

Youth Confirmation
and Variety Show
Luncheon
Sunday May 15th

Children’s Ministry
Potluck and Dance
Sunday May 22nd

Dinner & Movie
Begins June 1st
Wednesday’s

VBS
July 11-15



mailto:secretary@firstchurchofmesa.com
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