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THOUGHTS FROM THE FARRER SIDE...

Remember summers when you were young? In those seemingly safer days

of my yout h, I remember di sappearing on my bi
swims in the city pool éof playing baseball f o
the park just a block from my ownéof never we
didno6t do thatéand on and on.

Il &m sure glad | 6ve grown some since then.
and climbs hills with easeéswimming is a | ot
spectator sport and only i f ©&wahthankhGotifore s hjadeé
shorts!

It is funny how our lives change as we mature. In some things we
slow down as life takes its toll on us. In other things we grow and learn and
appreciate new experiences we could have never imagined when we were
younger.

One of the new things that | began here in January was our first
Discipleship Group Our first fitesto group compl eted
late Mdyi A% part of the process, we learned more about our faith and what it
means to be a disciple. This fall | am hoping to launch one or two more
groups.

I will be targeting mostly persons with school -age children and young
adults for these groups for two reasons. One, we are trying to help disciple
people when they are in that prime age range to become future leaders in our
church and the world. And second, we are hoping that these parents will then
be able to pass their experience to their children by modeling the behavior of
disciples.

Those participating will have to make a commitment to attend the
classes and be an active part of the process. So if you are a parent of
children/youth in our church or a younger adult that is
curious, please |l et me know and | %P‘BtSiAt alk ab
mi ght work for you. For others, p;f'g&ae%e; donot
I am hoping you will support this work with your words, your (ST A &
encouragement and your prayers. ", Cury® 2

Saepv®
In Christ,
Pastor Jim

iPraise » iConnect . iServe

Share the Journey =«



http://fumcmesa.org/
http://www.twitter.com/firstchurchmesa
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OUR VISION

We strive to reach out
to the community
through:

I A ministry of
continuous spiritual
growth;

I A ministry with
children, youth, and
families in all their
diversity, and;

9 A ministry of music
and the arts.

LIKED THE

SERMON?

You can now
download the
sermons onto your
Ipod or listen via your
computer.

Visit
firstchurchofmesa.com

and start reaching out
electronically to
friends, family, and
those who are looking
for God!

2011 SUMMER MOVIE GUDE

June 5th & September 4th

Al'l of this
based on the call of Micah 6:8 o)
to act justly, to love mercy and

to walk humbly with God. The

first group of movies deals with

a variety of struggles for justice.

Tune in Wednesday nights to
watch the movie, right after
fellowship dinner, and then hear
the message of the movie on
Sunday.

July 6th
Rated]

1962 - Gregory Peck, John
Megna, Frank Overton

- 28 Days [Not

Childrenbdébs movi e:
July 13th - Cabin in the Sky
[PG]

1979 - Gene Wilder, Harrison
Ford, Ramon Bieri

July 20th - Prayers for Bobby
[Not Rated] 1947 - Gregory Peck,
Dorothy McGuire, John Garfield

Childrends movi e:

July 27th - Regarding Henry
[PG-13] 2000 - Juliette Binoche,
Judi Dench, Alfred Molina

Childrenb6s movi e:
[G]
August 3rd - Lilies of the

s umme r O sieldMNYt Rfed] 1962 © - Gregory

Peck, John Megna, Frank Overton

Childrends movi e:

August 10th - Leap of Faith

[PG] 1979 - Gene Wilder, Harri-
son Ford, Ramon Bieri
Childrends movi e:

your Dragon [PG]

August 17th - Mosquito Coast
[PG] 1987 - Denzel Washington,
Kevin Kline, Josette Simon

Ratatouille [ G]

August 24th - Mass Appeal
[PG] 1979 - Gene Wilder, Harri-
son Ford, Ramon Bieri

August 31st - Dave [PG]

1987 - Denzel Washington, Kevin
Kline, Josette Simon

Bol t

Toy




SERMON SCHEDULE

July 3rd

July 10th

July 17th

July 24th

July 31st

August 7th

August 14th

August 21st

August 28th

Sept. 4th

[Communion]
Chocolat

28 Days

Cabin in the Sky

Prayers for Bobby

Regarding Henry

[Communion]

Lilies of the Field

Leap of Faith

Mosquito Coast

Mass Appeal

[Communion]
Dave

CHI LDRENOQ®S MI

where Kids Ca

ry o S
¥ Out Gogy Recipe

Vacation Bible School
July 115, 2011
6:00pm-8:30pm
VBS is Frdelnvite your friends
Preschocebth Grade

Shake it Up!

The Bible gives us the recipe to
shake up our lives and become
Jesusd foll ower s.
God's call, give happily to God

and others, believe fully in

Jesus, remember Jesus' life and
teachings, and celebrate God
forever. We will explore this

through food science, crafts,

mission projects, recreation,

music, drama & devotions
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S Bublitabion
Deadlines

Sunday Bulletins /
Announcements

Wednesday Noon

Spire Deadline

All articles to be
submitted to the
church office no later

than

August 10 ™

(Holidays and vacations

may advance or delay
these deadlines by a

day or two.)

Altar Flowers

To place flowers on
the altar in honor or
memory of someone
special contact the
Church Office at
480 -969 -5577
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CHURCH
HOURS

M-TH:
90 4:30 pm

Friday:
90 2 pm

Summer Hours
(5/30 0 8/5)

M-F:
98 2 pm

Electronic
Giving

Electronic giving is a
direct debit program
where your
contribution is
debited automatically
from your checking
or savings account,
either weekly or
monthly. This is an
easy way to fulfill
your stewardship
commitment, even
when you are unable
to attend church.
You can pick up an
authorization form in
the church office,
and talk to Phyllis
Kern Howe for
further details.

WORSHIP

Minutes in Seconds!

Highlights from  the meeting of
May 23, 2011:

- The worship committee gives a BIG
thank you to Alita Holt for using

Natebds memori al f undj

our two stained glass crosses. This
will put them in a closer proximity to
the Rose window and allowed us to
remove the two unused speakers. It
seems only appropriate for the

Lifting of the two crosses to have
been done in Nateds
also want to thank John Morrison,
Rodney and Raymond Mindrup and
Steven Breedlove for all their
incredible work on this project.

-We also THANK on your behalf John
Morrison, Rodney and Raymond
Mindrup and Steven Breedlove for

the invaluable assistance they have
given in the repair and re  -installation
by Dobson Organ Company of our
Organ Pipes. This was a tremendous
job made possible b
generous gift of accommodations for
the workmen from Dobson Organ
Company and the pipe manufacturer
in Holland; Mary & Virgil Schatz,

Tom & Lynette Lewis, Mike and
Debbie Elliott and Sandra and Cecil
Lackore for their financial support.
-Thank you also to all who helped
tune the organ and  Marilyn Warden
for coordinating the organ tuning
assistants.

- The worship committee will be
meeting on July 18 ™ to begin
planning for our Advent/Christmas
season and also to start work on a
devotional guide for next Lent/

Easter.
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HOSPITALITY

Meet Your Neighbor Mixer Potluck

Our next potluck will be on Sunday,

August 28 between services. Join us

for good food and fun as we mix things

up a bitéyoudl !l just
see what we do! Please bring your de-
licious food to the kitchen before the

9:00 service or when you arrive at

10:00.

1,

y

Welcome!

Welcome New Members!

Please help us welcome these new
members of First Church who attended
our New Member Orientation on May
22:

Laura and Bill Elliott, Amanda and Tiffany
Laura and Rocky Fransen, Dillon,

Dalton, Racquelle

Kathryn McDermott

Kathy Mitchell

If you are interested in attending the
next New Member Orientation, please
contact the church office at your
earliest convenience.

G006 ﬁllllﬁ

Secret Shopping

If you attend another church this sum-
mer, please notice how first time visi-
tors are treated, ifitis easy it is to
navigate around the church, and other
things about the service and church.
When you return, please fill out one of
our Secret Shopping sheets. The Hospi-
tality Team is open to new ideas to
provide radical hospitality to our
guests!

h
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RIPPLE OUTREACH

Sunshine Boxes

Would you like to take

a special gift to some-

one in the hospital or

someone who is ill?

There is a cabinet in

the East Conference room full of
boxes and emak giftritems.t You
may select a box, decorate it, and
fill the box with some of the items
in the cabinet.

Community Outreach

Did you enjoy visiting the residents
of Friendship Village during Faith in
Action? If so, there are several vol-
unteer opportunities available at
Friendship Village:

1. You can assist with the
Bible Study that members of our
church provide to the memory care
residents on the third Thursday of
the month. Contact Alita Holt at
480 - 655 -9819 for more informa-
tion.

2. You can assist with crafts
or a spelling bee with memory care
residents once/month. If you are
interested, please call Jill Smith at
480 -759 -1875.

Homebound

We have our own
members who are
homebound who we
are visiting every
month. If you would
like to assist with this important
ministry, please call Nancy Likens
at 480 -588 -7957.

HELP US GET IT
RIGHT AND GO
GREEN

If your name or
address is incorrect;
if you prefer to

receive this
newsletter
electronically; or you
want your name
removed from our
mailing list, please
let us know and we
will be happy to
make the changes .
We appreciate your

help!

Church
Calendar

Is now available
on the church
website at
firstchurchofmesa.

com/news/
index.html



http://firstchurchofmesa.com/news/index.html
http://firstchurchofmesa.com/news/index.html
http://firstchurchofmesa.com/news/index.html
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GET THE
NEWS AS IT

HAPPENS!

Do you Tweet? Find
the latest happenings
by following First
Church @
twitter.com/
firstchurchmesa

Are you on
Facebook? If so
become a friend of
First Church of Mesa
by searching First
United Methodist
Church of Mesa.

Get a copy of each
weeks service on CD
at the Welcome
Booth every Sunday.

Pod Casting is
HERE!

BLOG WITH THE PASTCGR

Our Pastors are blogging, are
you? Here is a recent post by
Pastor Jim:

It seems | am always reading or
hearing someone bemoan the loss of
community, not only in the world in
general, but especially in the church.
People say that the church use to be
a real community but something has
happened and itds
anymore.

In thinking about this issue in an
untamed way, it seems there is truth
to the statements but what can we

do about it? | join with Alan Hirsch in
calling for a new/old kind of
community for the
calls communitas. Communitas is
that special shape that community
forms in the context of a dangerous
ordeal, a demanding task or another
form of challenge that requires
members of the
other in a new and dynamic way. It
happens when people move from
being friends or associates to
comrades on a mission together.

It seems to me that there is a lesson
for the church. We have become
fortresses with walls to ward off
attacks from the world when perhaps
we should be a church without walls
tackling the demanding challenges
together. Maybe if we began to risk
on behalf of Jesus we might find this
new sense of community. A
community not caught up in whining
and complaining about the music or
the carpet but bound together

risking all for the sake of the gospel.

group

BLOG WITH THE PASTGR

Bl og about Ji mds
ing events at First Church, or just
your own theological thoughts.
Invite friends and family who are
lost or looking for a church to
read some of

First Church is reaching out to
accommodat e
communication, from the printed
Spire, to having ite  -mailed, to
e-news, to Facebook, Twitter, and

N 0t holy BiGygifg?® s is part of The
Journey: i -serve, i -connect,
i-pr ai se. Il t 6s
the communication committee is
providing you the outlets to assist
with that Journey!

churchéone he

APPRECIATION

The family of Paul Bahr would like to
thank our many church friends for

theR caftid, éalls Al préyar§ 4t the

time of his passing. A special thanks
to Pastor Bob for his visits. Evenin
sad times we have much for which to

be thankful.

CONGRATULATIONS

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS
OF 2011!

Congratulations to our recent high
school graduates, Class of 2011:
Ashley Gurevitz,
Vicky Dingle, Zach
Nichol & Dustin
Hai nes!
proud of you! And
also to Brandon Carlos Bernal, a
2011 graduate of ASU 1 way to go!

We 6 \\e

Pastor

everyon

your



http://www.twitter.com/firstchurchmesa
http://www.twitter.com/firstchurchmesa
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CONGRATULATIONS JULY BIRTHDAYS

Congratulations Pastor Jeri! _ _
Kim Cummings 1-Jul

Congratulations to our own Rev. Jeri
Wilkerson - ordained June 25th, Joanne  Scott 4-Jul

2011 into the Desert Southwest
Annual Conference of the United _
Methodist Church! We are blessed to Laura Fransen 4-ul
know you and have you at First .
Church. Best wishes to you for a JoAnna Rickey 5-Jul Congratulations
long and successful ministry! to all our
Amanda Clayton 5-Jul \.]uly/August
birthdays and
Paul Bet 30l anniversaries!
ad el U 1if your name is
not on our list
Manuel Cruz 6-Jul (or if you know
of someone
Anne Ahland 6-Jul who should
be), please call
Andrew Perkins 7-Jul the church
office so we
John Rountree 8-Jul | may update our
information.
dom) ™4 Fran Kuck 10-Jul | We truly do not
tree of life to tho mean to leave
Who lay hold of her - anyone out
those who hold her, Kathryn Tapaatoutai 10-Jul y ut.
Sandra Lyon 12-Jul
Kasey Pirlo 12-Jul
Katie Pirlo 12-Jul
Tom Richgels 13-Jul
Meaghan Perry 13-Jul

Mary CartwrightStandage 14-Jul

Cody Morgan 14-Jul




